2G SUNSET PRIMER

TELGUARD




You’ll recall that cellular carriers deploy their networks in two frequency
bands: a preferred band with deep building penetration (850 MHz) and
another band with shallow building penetration (1900 MHz). Prior to 2011,
cellular carriers equally spread 2G and 3G/4G across both bands like a

? highway that allows all cars to drive in all lanes.
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Starting in 2011, in an effort to increase service levels to their consumer cell
phone customers, cellular carriers started to make their preferred
frequencies 3G/4G only. The process is called spectrum refarming. Similar
to how semis must stay in the highway’s far right lanes because of their
slower speeds, 2G devices will not be allowed on the best frequencies.

For 2G devices this will be a noticeable shift. If they were installed based on
2G the coverage provided by the preferred frequencies, their signal levels will
drop as they are forced onto the inferior, shallow penetrating frequencies
still supporting 2G. This restriction will not occur all at once. It will appear
sporadically across the country and when it does, only 3G/4G devices will
be oblivious to the change.
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Finally, after December 31, 2016, when the 2G Sunset is complete it will be
just like the Analog Sunset. Anything using 2G will stop working overnight.
Only 3G/4G will work from that day forward.
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Learn More at 2GSunset.com
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